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A very warm welcome to the 24th KCPA Audio Visual Competition hosted this year by Tonbridge Camera Club.

We are delighted that Dick Williams ARPS DPAGB-AV and Dave Wilcox DPAGB-AV agreed to judge the competition – an immensely time-consuming process. They gave us the results a few weeks ago so that the certificates could be printed ready for today’s presentation. They also provided written critiques of all the entries and I shall forward their comments to all entrants immediately after the competition.
Dick Williams ARPS DPAGB-AV has had a keen interest in photography for over 35 years and has been both Chairman and President of Upminster Camera Club during this time. He is currently Chairman of The Essex Audio Visual Group, a position he has held for over twenty-five years, and is responsible for organising the annual East Anglian Audio Visual Competition. He has served on the RPS International Audio Visual Festival committee for 20 years as part of the technical team and has seen many changes in audio visual since then. He was awarded his ARPS in Audio Visual in 1995 followed by his DPAGB-AV in 1999. Over the years, he has won many awards for photography and AVs, including one at the Dutch International AV Festival in 1996. 

Dave Wilcox DPAGB-AV is currently President of Upminster Camera Club and Treasurer for the Essex Audio Visual Group. He has been creating Audio Visual sequences for over twenty years and has had numerous successes in this medium including one bronze, one silver and two gold medals in East Anglian AV Competitions (plus two audience awards). He has also won the second prize at a recent National AV Championship and was awarded the top award in the category of Music, Poetry and Song at a recent RPS International AV Festival. He achieved his DPAGB-AV distinction in May 2015. His interest in all things to do with AV and photography shows no sign of abating.

This year, we received 50 entries from 31 people which is a big improvement on last year (when there were 32 entries from 18 people) but still lower than in 2015 when there were fifty-seven entries. The downside of the relatively high entry was that the running time of all the AVs exceeded the four hours we have available in which to show them. Since we are, of course, showing everyone’s first choice, we had to ask the judges to make the very difficult decision to select just a handful of the nineteen second choice entries in order not to exceed the time allocation. This means that most of us who submitted two AVs will not see our second choice used (although we will, of course, be able to use it in next year’s competition).

Although it is very encouraging that there eleven people entering the competition for the first time, it is disappointing that so many of the more experienced AV workers haven’t entered. There are about one hundred people in the KCPA area who are known to create AVs yet fewer than one-third entered the competition. Why? When we asked known AV workers for feedback about what could be done to encourage them to enter and how the competition could be improved, we only received about half a dozen replies. We would still very much like to receive your comments and suggestions at kcpa2017avcomp@gmail.com .
Organising an event like this is a very complicated business and I am extremely grateful to all those people in Tonbridge Camera Club (Cathie Agates, Dave Brooker, Colin Burgess, John Butler, Alan Cork, Ray Crowle, Muffi Forbes, Joan Gow, Don Foster, Helen Mossman, Annik Pauwels, Chris Rigby, Nick Ryan, Colin Smith and Liz Turton) who so willingly and enthusiastically helped out. I am also very grateful to the businesses and individuals who supplied prizes for the raffle and who are shown on the back page of this programme. I would also like to thank the members of Hailsham Photographic Society who organised the previous two AV competitions, and Tracy Hughes of the KCPA, for their invaluable help and support.
I hope you really enjoy today’s competition and, as a result, feel encouraged to produce more AVs.
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